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disclaimer

The procedures and guidelines in this manual are for Law Enforcement personnel, School 
and Public Events Administrators, the Breath Alcohol Testing (BAT) Mobile Unit Program 
Supervisor and Coordinators who plan to participate in scheduled events that require the 
utilization of the BAT mobile unit.

Policies of the BAT Mobile Unit Program should not be construed as a creation of higher 
legal standards of safety or care in an evidentiary sense with respect to third party claims.  
Violations of any guidelines will only form the basis for administrative sanctions and/or 
denial of the use of the BAT mobile unit.  Violations of law will form the basis for civil and 
criminal sanctions in a recognized judicial setting.
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I. mission statement
The Forensic Tests for Alcohol (FTA) Branch aims to reduce the incidence of impaired 
driving in North Carolina by providing support and resources to North Carolina law 
enforcement agencies and the North Carolina court system.

II. Goals and Objectives
The primary goal of the FTA Branch is to provide the North Carolina court system with 
reliable and accurate evidence of impairing substances found in persons subject to the 
Implied Consent Laws of North Carolina.  We strive to achieve this goal through several 
objectives: delivering comprehensive training programs for law enforcement and court 
personnel; providing reliable, accurate and properly maintained evidential breath alcohol 
testing instruments; and supporting law enforcement agencies and state prosecutors by 
furnishing personnel with the expertise necessary to prosecute impaired driving offenses.  
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III. History and purpose of 
   The bat mobile unit program

n1964
The Forensic Tests for Alcohol (FTA) Branch began training law enforcement officers in 
breath alcohol testing. The FTA Branch serves within the N.C. Division of Public Health, 
a division of the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services. Since its inception 
it “has expanded its role by providing additional specialized comprehensive training 
programs and instrumentation for officers to test impaired drivers.”

n1993 -1994
North Carolina implemented an unprecedented Highway Safety Initiative with the 
purpose to crack down on the impaired driver.  By 1994, the North Carolina Governor’s 
Highway Safety Program (GHSP) launched its “Booze It & Lose It” initiative. It promoted 
innovative education and an extensive enforcement of Driving While Impaired laws. 
The FTA Branch supports efforts of the GHSP to conduct sobriety checking stations in all 
N.C. counties as part of the state’s campaign against impaired driving.

The FTA began planning, designing, and developing North Carolina’s Breath Alcohol 
Testing (BAT) mobile unit program. In 1994, a grant was awarded to the FTA Branch, by 
GHSP, for the hiring of BAT Coordinators and the purchase of vehicles and equipment.

n1996 -today
By 1996, BAT Mobile Unit Program had become fully operational.

Today, the FTA continues to reduce the incidence of impaired driving by providing 
comprehensive training programs to law enforcement personnel in the detection, 
apprehension, and prosecution of impaired drivers.  It also provides support to the 
North Carolina court system through documentation of chemical analysis. 

Through the FTA’s partnership with the North Carolina Governor’s Highway Safety   
Program, the BAT Mobile Unit Program maintains a fleet of seven BAT mobile units, 
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each measuring in various lengths from 30 to 45 feet. An imposing and eye-catching 
logo of the “Booze It & Lose It” is imprinted on both sides of the vehicle. These 
vehicles are fully equipped to process an impaired driver on the roadside.

Units are assigned in designated regions throughout North Carolina. The individuals 
that staff these units are BAT Mobile Coordinators who receive extensive training in 
evidential breath testing and in the operation of these units. They support and work 
with law enforcement officers (LEOs) to save time and effort, which would have 
normally been lost while transporting arrestees from the DWI checking station to the 
breath testing facility, and then to the magistrate’s office.  Each unit can process as 
many as 25 to 30 impaired drivers at a checking station. 

In the last fiscal year, BAT Mobile Coordinators have participated in 272 DWI checking 
stations. This resulted in the arrest of 500 impaired drivers, 4,470 other traffic 
violations and 781 criminal charges.  On its website, however, the GHSP notes that, 
“even with its success nearly 9,411 people have lost their lives in alcohol-related 
crashes in North Carolina since the program’s introduction.” (September 19, 2016)

While it is not possible for BAT mobile units to be everywhere at once, their presence 
at DWI checking stations is intended to increase the perceived risk of detection and 
apprehension among impaired drivers. The intention is to make a driver think before 
they drive impaired, and to consider a better alternative. 

In addition to its’ enforcement efforts, the BAT mobile unit is also a public 
information campaign tool against DWI.  BAT Coordinators educate the community on 
the dangers of impaired driving by participating in educational and safety events at 
schools, health and safety fairs, military events, and other community gatherings.

Driving while impaired is a 100% preventable crime. The BAT Program’s goal is to 
create an environment that positively influences a driver’s behavior. The hope is 
that the FTA Branch and its BAT Program has succeeded in serving the community 
by detecting, deterring, and apprehending the impaired driver. This, in turn, will 
prevent alcohol-related crashes, injuries and deaths. 

n1996 -today (cont.)
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IV. responsibility and accountability

• Ensures that breath testing instruments in the BAT mobile 
unit shall be used for Implied Consent Offenses to include 
Aircraft and Watercraft 

• Ensures that all necessary forms, breath testing supplies, and 
evidential breath testing units are available and functional 

• Responsible for informing checking station personnel that, 

1. the cellular phone on the vehicle is only for calling 
witnesses and attorneys (G.S. 20-16.2(a)(6)

2. all DWI subjects and witnesses will be searched prior to 
entering the vehicle

3. drivers charged with DWI that are unruly or pose a 
danger to themselves or others should be transported to 
a local breath testing facility

4. any other pertinent information not covered in the 
briefing by the officer-in-charge (OIC) 

• Signs out any equipment, and that equipment should be 
checked back in to the BAT mobile unit by the Coordinator 
upon completion 

• Hand-delivers all Preventive Maintenance Records for the 
breath testing instruments to the OIC.  This documentation 
should be maintained by the agency that sponsored the 
checking station, and be accessible to law enforcement 
officers for court purposes 
 
 

• Authorized to perform chemical analyses of breath, 
following current rules and regulations 
 
 

• Submits application for use of the BAT mobile event and 
receives confirmation or denial of reservation 

• Responsible for assigning a Chemical Analyst to administer 
the breath test, and for assigning a finger-printing 
specialist 

• Serves as the leader of the DWI or BWI checking station 
event

BAT  
COORDINATOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHEMICAL 
ANALYST 

AGENCY’S  
POINT-OF-CONTACT 
(POC) AND  
OFFICER-IN-CHARGE 
(OIC)
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V. application and reservation of the  
  BAT Mobile Unit

Download and complete a copy of the appropriate application form 
from the Governor’s Highway Safety Program website. It is on the 
right side of the page under the heading, BAT MOBILE APPLICATION: 
https://connect.ncdot.gov/municipalities/Law-Enforcement/
Pages/Law-Enforcement-Reporting.aspx

Submit the BAT application via email to:
Batprogram@dhhs.nc.gov

30 days prior to the event.

DWI and BWI Events

Submit a DWI Checking  
Station Plan or a BWI Action 

Plan, one week prior to  
the event.

Education Events

Submit a brief description
of the educational event
with the BAT application.

i

i i

i
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VI. Important considerations when applying to  
   use the bat mobile unit

1. Applicants must be 21 years of age to reserve the BAT mobile unit. 

2. Sample copies of all BAT application forms, DWI Checking Station Plan and BWI 
Action Plans may be accessed through the Appendices of this manual or through the 
Governor’s Highway Safety Program website.

3. If electronic means are unavailable, applications may also be mailed to the Forensic 
Tests for Alcohol Branch at 1922 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-
1922. ATTN: BAT Mobile Unit Coordinator.

4. Event applications that are not confirmed (by the requesting agency) with a DWI 
Checking Station plan or BWI Action Plan will not be considered for scheduling and the 
reservation may be cancelled.

5. Contact all law enforcement agencies in the county, and surrounding counties, 
for their participation. The number of officers will be a factor in determining the 
location.

6. The DWI Checking Station Plan should specify any change in location in which the BAT 
mobile unit is to be utilized, and be submitted prior to the scheduled DWI Checking 
station as an amended DWI Checking Station Plan. Failure to do so may result in the 
cancellation of the reservation for any future scheduled events with your agency.

7. For educational events, the application should include the number of anticipated 
attendees for the event, and specify its goals and objectives as part of the 
prerequisite brief description of the event (see flowchart in previous page).
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8. All applications received by the Forensic Tests for Alcohol Branch are reviewed to 
determine availability of the BAT mobile unit. Due to the high volume of requests, 
applicants need to specify a second or third priority date on the application. This is in 
the event that the BAT mobile unit may not be available on the preferred date.  

9. The Forensic Tests for Alcohol Branch shall exhaust all possible resources to 
accommodate requests for use of the BAT mobile unit. It also reserves the right to 
cancel the use of the BAT mobile unit for any scheduled event. In any event, the POC 
on the application will receive confirmation by email.

10. There is no cost for the use of the BAT mobile unit except for damage incurred 
through misuse, negligence or failure to return equipment to the vehicle.  

11. The BAT mobile unit will arrive at the designated venue in a timely manner prior to a 
scheduled event. 

12. If unforeseen circumstances dictate the unavailability of the BAT mobile unit (such 
as an equipment breakdown, a critical enforcement emergency, etc.), the contact 
person on the application will be notified immediately.

13. A BAT Coordinator accompanies the vehicle, provides expertise and experience in the 
operation of the vehicle.

14. The BAT Mobile Unit Program Supervisor may be contacted for more information at 
the main number, (919) 707-5250, during business hours.
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VII. Cancellation Notice

If the OIC or the POC of the requesting agency wishes to cancel a 
reservation of the BAT mobile unit, he/she must contact the BAT Coordinator 
listed in the confirmation letter, as soon as possible.
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VIII. Equipment Available on the BAT Mobile Unit

Magistrate Office   Evidential Breath Alcohol       Traffic Cones 
             Testing Instruments

Office Work Stations with  DWI Checking Station Signs      Finger Printing Equipment 
Computer and Printer

Cellphones    Drug Recognition Expert       Defibrillator 
            Evaluation Room (in largest BATs)
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IX-A. Planning for an Effective Checking Station 
          program

Consult offices of the  
District Attorney,  

Judges, Magistrate and 
Sheriff’s Department

Consider logistical  
factors at checking  

station site

Prepare special
warning devices

Plan for visible
police authority

Be clear about
operational briefing

topics

Plan for 
contingencies

Note data collection  
and evaluation  
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IX-B. guide to an effective dwi checking station  
       program

The purpose of a DWI checking station is to maximize the deterrent effect and increase the 
perceived risk of apprehension to motorists who would operate a vehicle while impaired by 
alcohol or drugs. A Department should have an ongoing program to deter impaired driving. 
The following are suggestions for establishing an effective checking station program. 

1. When developing a checking station program or planning a checking station, 
agencies may want to consult with the following. 

A. Local District Attorney’s Office 

i.    To assist with legal policies and mandated requirements 

ii. To provide help in setting up protocol, standards or guidelines for checking stations 

iii. To invite District Attorney office personnel to view checking station in operation 

B. Judges 

i.  To assist in what standards are expected to successfully prosecute your DWI 
case 

C. Magistrate’s 

i.   The Magistrates office should be contacted by the hosting agency to be 
present on the BAT mobile unit at the checking station. The host agency also 
advises the magistrate of the date and time of the scheduled DWI checking 
station. This will ensure that a magistrate will be on duty to allow officers to 
remain at the checking station instead of having to transport arrestees to be 
processed at a separate facility.  

D. The Sheriff’s Department may be contacted to arrange for the transportation of 
persons arraigned to the jail.  
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2. Checking Station Site Selection

The location for the checking station should take into account the likelihood of 
detecting impaired drivers, traffic conditions, the number of law enforcement 
officers available, the number of vehicles to be stopped, and the convenience of the 
motoring public.

A. Sight and stopping distances:  Vehicles should be able to safely stop prior to the 
checking station based on the posted speed limit and the fact that there may be a 
line of cars. Avoid curves, hills or other obstructions. 

B. Two or four-lane roadway: Consider whether the plan should require traffic to be 
stopped in one or both directions. The number of officers will determine this action. 

C. Wide shoulder or parking area: An area to park the BAT mobile unit and patrol cars. 

D. Intersecting streets: Limit intersecting streets to reduce the ability of motorists to 
avoid the checking station. 

E. Surrounding area at the checkpoint: Consider whether stores will be open and the 
number of homes in the area. It is preferable to minimize inconveniencing persons 
at their residential homes. 

F.   Location of apprehension vehicles: Law enforcement vehicles facing in both 
directions should be able to safely pursue a vehicle that makes a turn prior to the 
checking station or, passes through it without stopping. 

G. Location in relation to the jail: Transporting prisoners to the jail will reduce 
personnel available at the checking station. Consider the use of transport vans in 
such cases. 

H. Check out the location: Inspect the location to determine traffic flow and other 
potential issues. Consider the time frame and day/s of the week. 

I.   Consider jurisdiction of assisting law enforcement agencies: Determine if the 
location of the checking station is outside the jurisdiction of participating agencies. 
Then, determine if Mutual Aid Agreements are in effect. 
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J. Determine a location for the checking station briefing: It is preferable that a briefing 
be given at a distance that is not far from the checking station site. The briefing may 
be delivered at a parking lot near the checking station.

3. Special Warning Devices

A. Special warning signs to advise of upcoming checking station (including advance- 
warning signs that advise motorists, why they are being stopped) 

B. Safety flares and traffic cones 

C. Permanent or portable lighting 

i.   Contact local Department of Transportation for aid with traffic control 

D. Marked patrol vehicles with lights activated

4. Visible Police Authority

A. No threat to the public by obvious police presence 

B. Shows the legitimate reason for traffic checking station 

C. OIC is responsible for overall operation of the checking station and contingency plan 

D. Checking station should be staffed with enough personnel to ensure safety

5. Operational Briefing Topics

A. Purpose and operation should be clear and concise (Checking station OIC) 

B. Questions should be standard for all drivers 

C. Explain the goals of the roadside sobriety checking station 

D. Explain the checking station site 
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E. Stress the need for safety for both officers and motorists 

F.   Identify OIC of checking station 

G. Discuss the placement of personnel and traffic control devices 

H. Develop and establish a systematic approach to stopping vehicles 

I.   Verify that all participating officers can explain the purpose of the checking 
station (A uniform statement should be used) 

J. Officers should observe the occupants of every vehicle to ensure that they are 
properly using required safety restraints, and child safety seats 

K. Instruct officers to engage drivers and observe them for indicators such as 
the odor of alcohol or other drugs, bloodshot eyes, fumbling fingers, slurred 
speech, admission of drinking or drug use, abusive language and/or inconsistent 
responses 

L. If a motorist appears to avoid a checking station, law enforcement officers may 
stop and investigate in accordance with NC GS 20-16.3A and departmental policy 

M. If a vehicle is to be moved, it should be done by a uniformed officer

6. Contingency Planning

A. Document all deviations and unusual events from the checking station plan 

B. Provide in detail, alternative plans for deviations

7. Data Collection and Evaluation: The checking station OIC may wish to analyze the 
data collected during the checking station to help establish future checking stations.
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X. Guideline for visitors to the bat mobile unit

During an on-going DWI Checking station or similar BAT event, impromptu 
visitors including media personnel may express an interest in entering the 
BAT mobile unit. 

However, for the safety of all person(s) concerned, visitors and media 
personnel will NOT be allowed inside the BAT mobile unit unless authorized 
by the BAT Mobile Unit Coordinator.
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XI. Post Events’ Requirements

Within 5 days of  
the event,  

the OIC who  
requested the  
use of the BAT  

mobile unit  
must submit the 

statistics worksheet  
to the BAT  

Coordinator*

The BAT 
Coordinator is 
responsible for 
entering the 

checking station 
statistics within  
14 days of the 

event.

The BAT Mobile Unit 
Coordinator shall 

complete and forward 
the pre-trip, post-trip 

inspection and  
guidelines worksheet, 
the original preventive 

maintenance and 
diagnostic test records 

from the evidential 
breath testing units  
to the Raleigh office  
by the 15th of each 

month.

The BAT 
Coordinator  
should also 
forward any 

documentation 
or information 
involving media 
sources at BAT 

events

*Failure to comply with FTA policies may result in the 
cancellation of future use of the BAT mobile unit
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appendix: forms
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BAT MOBILE UNIT REPORTING FORM – BAT FORM-01 
Forensic Tests for Alcohol Branch 

1922 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1922 
 (919) 707-5250 

   

Agency Information 
(Please complete all information and return, email, or fax to your BAT Mobile Unit Coordinator.)                               

Name: 

     

  Checking Station Location: 

     

 

Agency: 

     

  City & County: 

     

 

Phone:  

     

 Email address: 

     

 
 

Checking Station & Patrols 
Number of Checking Stations:  

     

 
Number of Saturation & Random Patrols:  

     

 
Total Checking Stations & Patrols: 

     

 

Driving While Impaired 
Under 21 years of Age Charges: 

     

 
DWI Charges (0.08 or more): 

     

 
DWI (Drug) & DRE Evaluations:             

     

 
Refusals:  

     

 
Total DWI Charges: 

     

 

Occupant Restraint  
Safety Belt Violations: 

     

 
Child Passenger Safety Violations: 

     

 
Total Occupant Restraint Charges:  

     

 

Other Traffic Violations 
DWLR: 

     

 
NOL: 

     

 
Open Container: 

     

 
Other Traffic Violations Not Listed: 

     

 

Total Other Traffic Violations:  

     

 

Criminal Violations 
Misdemeanor Drug Violations: 

     

 
Felony Drug Violations: 

     

 
Other Misdemeanor Violations: 

     

 
Other Felony Violations: 

     

 
Total Criminal Violations: 

     

 

Total Traffic & Criminal Violations: 

     

 

Other (Do not count as part of Statistics) 

Stolen Vehicles Recovered: 

     

 
Fugitives Apprehended: 

     

 
Firearms confiscated: 

     

 
 

BAT Coordinator:   

     

 Event Date: 

     

 
Coordinator Email: 

     

 Coordinator Phone: 

     

 

BAT Mobile Unit Checking Station Comments: 

Number of Law Enforcement Officers: 

     

 

Magistrate at Checking Station: 

     

 

Media at Checking Station: 

     

 

Transport van available: 

     

 

Preventive Maintenance files given to: 

     

 

Participating Agencies: 

1) 

     

 

2) 

     

 

3) 

     

 

4) 

     

 

5) 

     

 

6) 

     

 

7) 

     

 

8) 

     

 

9) 

     

 

10) 
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PREFERRED INVESTIGATION ACTION
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