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Injury and Violence Prevention Branch 
Capstone Team 
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Talk about Health Behavior, what “Capstone” is, and that there is a team of four students working with IVPB




NC-VDRS Evaluation Objectives 

 
1. Awareness 
2. Use 
3. Dissemination 
4. Other data sources 
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Talk them through this process noting details of each step
(sparse lit review,
12 key informants,
many hours spent editing with a faculty advisor,
distributed the survey to over 500 local, state, and national stakeholders,
are currently analyzing data)



Qualitative Interview Demographics 
Characteristics n 

Total Number of participants 12 

Male 4 

Female 8 

Organization Location 

North Carolina 6  

Out-of-State 4  

National 2  

Type of Organization 

Academic 1 

Governmental Organization 6  

Policy/Research 4 

Community-based Organization 1 
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Anything expected or surprising? (fairly good spread, it looks like)



Quantitative Survey Development 
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As already mentioned, the development of the survey was well-thought out and went through multiple iterations before being finalized



Quantitative Survey Distribution 
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NC-VDRS Stakeholders 
 

 
n=531 

 
 
 

n=155 
 
 

n=119 
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Talk about target population
The sample frame was a convenience sampling of the people who receive the quarterly e-newsletter
Of those, 155 responded
Of those 155, 119 completed the survey



Quantitative Survey Respondent 
Demographics 
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***Not sure what we want to say about this? (To me it still seems arbitrary?) 
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Qualitative Interview Responses 

Background/Objectives/Methods/Results/Conclusions/Next Steps 

 
For a community… not to have comprehensive data on injury and death due to 

behaviors that are occurring within that community—which means they are 
preventable—is immoral. We see [VDRS] as being extremely moral and ethical 
and needed and necessary and compassionate and [a] rational response to a 

community that is losing…that is having lives taken from it…at a rate of about 
every other week… for decades. What is so frustrating for us, and what I think we 

grieve the most…is that these are preventable deaths. 
 

NC-VDRS Stakeholder from Community-Based Organization 
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Read this aloud, just like Suzanne taught us!



Qualitative Interview Responses 
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The VDRS provides us with numbers, real hard data that can  

help us understand who’s dying…how are they dying… 

where are the points where we can intervene. 

 

NC-VDRS Stakeholder from Community-Based Organization 
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Read this aloud, just like Suzanne taught us!



Qualitative Interview Results 

Informants consistently emphasized the usefulness and 
potential applications of infographics 

 
 
Improving data dissemination by holding in-person 

meetings and events 
 

Background/Objectives/Methods/Results/Conclusions/Next Steps 
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Included what was said in our report below:

Informants consistently emphasized the usefulness and potential applications of infographics. As one stakeholder stated, the age of long, text-heavy annual reports is coming to an end. Infographics, particularly in presentations, can be used and then reused across agencies and in reports. They are also easier to share and consume on social media, a data dissemination method discussed below. 

Many recommendations from key informants for improving data dissemination focused on in-person meetings and events. One state VDRS director suggested inviting groups with shared issues of interest to presentations and/or webinars to share tailored materials and data applications. These meetings provide an opportunity to teach stakeholders how to navigate the database, facilitate networking between sympathetic organizations, and provide faster feedback and monitoring of health issues (specific recommendations include veterans’ welfare groups, non-governmental organizations, mental health and suicide prevention groups, and domestic abuse/intimate partner violence prevention and support organizations). The value of these face-to-face meetings was reinforced by another informant, who highlighted this method particularly when soliciting involvement from community figures without professional or academic experience with data use or population health. These meetings can be established with both enthusiastically participating organizations or departments and with people who may be resistant or hesitant to use NC-VDRS data on their own (law enforcement, criminal justice). One informant suggested contacting individuals in departments with low use of NC-VDRS data, determining interests or promising potential applications, and tailoring messages and materials accordingly.




Reasons for using NC-VDRS data varied greatly: The 
majority of informants utilized the reports NCDPH 
generated 
 
Emphasis on engaging community-based organizations in 
data use projects 

 
 
 

Qualitative Interview Results 
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Included what was said in our report below:

All respondents were familiar with NC-VDRS. However, their reasons for using NC-VDRS data varied greatly.The majority of informants had not made a specific data request and instead utilized the reports NCDPH generated. A few mentioned visiting the NC-VDRS website, while others described accessing the data through third-party distributors, such as through another organization’s listserv.

Also emphasized was the necessity of engaging community-based organizations in data use projects. According to one informant, these organizations are able to organically circulate and share surveillance information (reports, infographics) and raw data, and to humanize and contextualize NC-VDRS data through advocacy and organizing work.
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What does this mean? 
1. Except for the website, over 50% of stakeholders do not 

access NC-VDRS resources 
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What does this mean? 
1. Except for the website, over 50% of stakeholders do not 

access NC-VDRS resources 
2. Annual Report and website were most used resources 

across all job titles 
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Reported Ease of Use of Data Source 
  Annual 

Report 
Fact 
Sheets 

E-
Newsletter 

Website Data 
Request 

Easy or 
Very Easy 

93% 98% 97% 94% 90% 

Difficult or 
Very 

Difficult 

7% 2% 3% 6% 10% 

Background/Objectives/Methods/Results/Conclusions/Next Steps 



What does this mean? 
1. Except for the website, over 50% of stakeholders do 

not access NC-VDRS resources 
2. Annual Report and website were most used resources 

across all job titles 
3. Over 90% of NC-VDRS users reported ease of use 
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What does this mean? 
1. Except for the website, over 50% of stakeholders do 

not access NC-VDRS resources 
2. Annual Report and website were most used resources 

across all job titles 
3. Over 90% of NC-VDRS users reported ease of use 
4. Needs assessments were the most common use of 

NC-VDRS data 
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What does this mean? 
1. Except for the website, over 50% of stakeholders do not 

access NC-VDRS resources 
2. Annual Report and website were most used resources 

across all job titles 
3. Over 90% of NC-VDRS users reported ease of use 
4. Needs assessments were the most common use of NC-

VDRS data 
5. Report writing was the most common reason for making 

a data request 
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Overall, the website is 
the most powerful tool 
for accessing data 
 
 
 

 

Background/Objectives/Methods/Results/Conclusions/Next Steps 

More outreach to 
increase awareness of 
NC-VDRS data 
sources is needed 
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How you can help:  
Encourage appropriate use of these data by your employees 
and colleagues 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Data shows low resource awareness among stakeholders, suggesting a need for a greater dissemination effort from those currently using the resources and the Nc Division of Public Health.
Resource use was varied across different stakeholder groups and job titles, suggesting a need to tailor resources and dissemination efforts to better meet the needs of our different stakeholders
Resources were easy to use when they were accessed, suggesting with greater promotion, data could be used by a wider audience.
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